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Dear Neighbors,  

 

 

The following are some important changes that have occurred or are being planned 

in our neighborhood:  

 

1. First and foremost, we welcome three new Board members:  Cecilia Brown, Di-

ane Cartwright, and Arnold Witte.  Departing Board members Don Sabin, Mary 

Patterson, and Jerome Cates deserve well -earned appreciation for serving the 

neighborhood.   

2. The City of Houston Department of Public Works approval for the traffic plan is  

pending.  Our liaison with the City expects approval soon.  DPW plans to install the devices as soon as they receive 

approval.  

3. The traffic devices could not have come at a better time.  The DPW had a public meeting to announce work being 

planned for Memorial Drive in 2012.  I am positive some traffic from the Memorial Drive construction will be find its 

way through our neighborhood.  For more information about the Memorial Drive proposed work, see the District G 

newsletter at: http://www.houstontx.gov/council/g/   

4. The Open Forum during the monthly meeting is back!  The Open Forum allows you to address the Board in person im-

mediately preceding the Board meeting.  However, if you are unable to attend the meeting, you may also contact spe-

cific Board members by email as follows:  

President - bhillspoa.pres@gmail.com   -  Treasurer -  bhillspoa.treas@gmail.com  

Secretary -   bhillspoa.sec@gmail.com     -  General email - Briarhills@sbcglobal.net   

Please do not hesitate to email us your comments, questions, suggestions, and even compliments.  We want to hear 

from you.  

5. The State of Texas has introduced some new laws to reform the way HOAõs and POAõs operate.  To learn more, the 

reforms are summarized here  www.butlerhailey.com .  Butler and Hailey is the law firm that represents the POA.  We 

are implementing the changes mandated by the new laws.  

6. Monthly Board meetings are not always sufficient to accomplish everything on the agenda.  To meet our ambitious 

agenda, the Board wants to create sub -committees of residents and Board members to help plan for our future.  The 

Board has already established an Environmental Committee.  If you have an idea for a sub -committee please send me 

an email.  

7. We also plan to move more of Briarhills business to the web. The Briarbeat will always be available on 

www.briarhills.org  as a PDF file.   Help us cut expenses and also help the environment.  You may opt out of receiv-

ing the Briarbeat by regular mail .  To do so, please send an email to bhillspoa.sec@gmail.com.  We are also investi-
gating the feasibility of sending association notices and annual dues notices by email.  

8. Every monthly meeting will have an agenda.  You will now be able to read the meeting minutes and agenda on 

www.briarhills.org . 

 

The homeowner dues in 2012 will remain unchanged from 2011.  Despite some significant expenses in 2011, the Board was able to 

cover these by holding down expenses in other areas. The members of the Board of Directors wish to thank you for allowing us to 

serve you.  Our goal in 2012 is to make Briarhills an even better place to live.  On behalf of the Board of Directors and our  

families, I wish you and your family Happy Holidays and a prosperous New Year.  

 

Best Regards,  

 

Warren Murdoch  

President  

Briarhills Property Owners Association  
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By A. Witte & C. Brown  
 

The financial health of the Briarhills POA 

remains good with estimated income pretty 
much in line with expenses for the remainder 

of the year even with the unexpected replace-

ment costs of the pool filters and water slide.    

 
Our working capital in money market funds is 

adequate to cover remaining operating ex-

penses for 2011 and our cash reserves of over 

$200,000 remain fixed in CDs and bonds.  
Due to the continued conservative fiscal poli-

cy of the Board, no increase in maintenance 

fees will be required for 2012; however, since 

these fees are our major source of revenue, on
-time remittance by homeowners is necessary 

for meeting our operating expenses.   

 

A year-end summary for 2011 and the budget 
for 2012 will be available in the next Briar-

beat.  

 

On the Administrative brief, we have the fol-
lowing items : 

¶ Approved the 2012 security contract with 

the constable to avoid penalty fees. 

¶ Approved the purchase of more umbrel-

las, chairs and tables to improve the 

swimming-pool area. 

¶ Code of Ethics document for the Board, 
now pending approval. 

 

BRIARHILLS  POA F INANCIAL  & 
A DMINISTRATIVE  BRIEF  

.ǊƛŀǊƘƛƭƭǎ th! hŶŎŜ  - .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ IƻǳǊǎ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ϧ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΣ  

ŦǊƻƳ оΥол ǘƻ сΥол ǇƳ 

 ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ  ŦǊƻƳ уΥол ǘƻ ммΥол ŀƳΦ  

 tƘƻƴŜΥ  όнумύ рру-тпнн 

aŀƴŀƎŜǊΥ .ƻō [ŜŜ 

BRIARHILLS POA BOARD  
 

Warren Murdoch, President 
 

Arnold Witte, Treasurer 
 

Cecilia Brown, Secretary 
 

Diane Cartwright, Security & Projects 
Director 

 
Cecilia Gros, Architectural Director 

 
June DeMarsico, Pool & Waste Director 

 
Edmond Hardin, Director 

.ǊƛŀǊ.Ŝŀǘ !5{ 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ŜŎƛƭƛŀ .Ǌƻǿƴ 

bhillspoa.sec@gmail.com  

SECURITY  T IPS FOR  

H OME  & P ROPERTY  
By D. Cartwright  

Security is a combination of commons sense 

and expert advice.  Here are some reminders 

and advice passed along for your considera-

tion: 
 

Most burglaries occur during the day when 

many people are at work.  Be sure to lock all 

doors and windows before leaving your 
home.  Park your vehicles in your garage 

whenever possible.  If you must leave your 

car in your driveway or on the street,  do not 

leave valuables in plain sight.  Do not leave 
your mail in the mail box overnight. 

 

If you are expecting a package from UPS or 

Federal Express and will not be home to 
accept it, ask a neighbor to pick it up.  Also, 

you may have your UPS package delivered 

to a nearby UPS Store for a $5 holding fee.  

Do not put the boxes from your new TV or 
computer out for trash pick up. 

 

If you use a home security company, con-

firm  with them  that their first point of con-
tact should be our Constable  at 281-463-

6666.  Their response time is likely much 

faster that HPDôs. 

 
Prior to leaving town for a vacation, you 

may want to contact the constable by phone 

or on the web to use their vacation watch 

program. You may access a vacation watch 
form at www.hctx.net/pct5/divpatrol.aspx  

.wL!wIL[[{ w9/¸/[LbD 

¢ƘŜ th! .ƻŀǊŘ  Ƙŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀƴ 

ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ .ǊƛŀǊƘƛƭƭǎΦ  LŦ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ  

.ǊƛŀǊƘƛƭƭǎΦwŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Character is doing the 
right thing when nobody's 
looking.  There are too 
many people who think 
that the only thing that's 
right is to get by, and the 
only thing that's wrong is 
to get caught. J.C. 
Watts 

! bƻǘŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлǘƘΦ 

.ǊƛŀǊƘƛƭƭǎ th! 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
.ȅ  ²Φ aǳǊŘƻŎƘ ϧ /Φ DǊƻǎ 

¢ƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ ōƻŀǊŘ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƭŀǎǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  ²ŀǊǊŜƴ aǳǊπ
ŘƻŎƘ ŀƴŘ /ŜŎƛƭƛŀ DǊƻǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ  

¢ŀōǳƭŀǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
нлǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ {ŜǇπ
ǘŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘΦ 

bŜǿ ƭŀǿǎ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŀōǳƭŀǝƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴŀŎǘπ
ŜŘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мǎǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄπ
ŀǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǎǝǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎπ
ǝƻƴΦ   ¢ŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎǳǊπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘŀōǳƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǝƻƴ ǊƻƻƳ 
ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ƻǇŜƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎΦ  !ǘ ƴƻ ǝƳŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛπ
ŘŜƴǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘǎΦ  ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŎŀƴŘƛπ
ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛπ
ŘŜƴǘϥǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǝƻƴ 
ǊƻƻƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ рΥол ta ǳƴǝƭ 
млΥол ta ǾŀƭƛŘŀǝƴƎ ōŀƭƭƻǘǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ōŀƭƭƻǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾƻǘŜǊϥǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  Lǘ 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŬǾŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ т !a ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ с !aΦ  .ƻǘƘ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ 
ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 
ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƻǘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-Ŏƻǳƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŬǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƻǳƴǘΦ 

   ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ tŀƎŜ оύ 

http://www.hctx.net/pct5/divpatrol.aspx
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 businesses.   

This fact is highlighted in the November edi-
tion of Site Selection magazine which lists 

Texas as the state with the best business cli-

mate in the US in 2011.  According to the 

Houston Chronicle 66,300 jobs were added in 
the Houston area in 2011 with large numbers 

of people relocating to Houston. 

If you have been considering selling your 

house, but were afraid that you would ñhave to 
give it awayò, now is the time to reconsider. 

This is the first time in a long time that we can 

say that the Houston market has more buyers 

than sellers.  These buyers are more savvy 
than ever before, but they are ready to buy a 

home.  More information on this article, 

please contact nscott@heritagetexas.com. 

 

The Houston housing market is doing fine!  

Contrary to the US national housing stats 
October 2011 sales in Houston have gone up 

9.1% over 2010.  The Briarhills area has ben-

efited from this increase in number of sales.  

The sales price per square foot which 
dropped from $86.73 in 2008 to $81 in 2009 

and 2010 has climbed to $92.50 per square 

foot this year.  Unfortunately a few of our 

neighbors suffered foreclosures in 2009 and 
2010.  Homes that are updated and have been 

maintained ï sell.  Local sellers are being a 

bit shy, introducing fewer new listings to the 

marketplace  with the percent of listings de-
creasing 12.6 % since last year. At the same 

time housing sales have increased 8.5%. 

Houstonôs main economic driver is its con-

centration of small and medium sized 

place out of twenty-six teams at the leagueôs 

All Star Meet. Along with a winning record, 
the team has received the ñBest Sportsman-

shipò award for the last several years. 

All residents of the POA and HOA are wel-

come to join the swim team. The team consists 

of around 150 swimmers, boys and girls up to 

18 years of age.  

Team registration starts in the spring and prac-
tices begin in mid-May after school. The sea-

son lasts through June. 

Swim team is a lot of fun for the kids and a 

great way to get to know your neighbors. 

Check out the team website at 

www.briarhillsswimteam.com for more infor-
mation. The Briarhills Dolphins are looking 

forward to another winning season in 2012. 

See you at the pool! 

 

The Briarhills 

Dolphin Swim 
Team is part of 

the West Houston 

Aquatic League.  

Th e WH ALe 
league was started 

in 1985 with eight 

teams participat-

ing. It has grown 
to 26 teams with 

a p p ro x i m at e ly 

3,500 swimmers!  

The league consists of five divisions consist-

ing of neighborhoods located in the West 

Houston and Katy areas.  

The Dolphins are members of Division 2.  
This summer we had a four and zero winning 

season!  In addition to winning all of our 

division meets, the dolphins came in fourth 

B RIARHILLS  REAL  ESTATE  A NALYSIS  BY  N. SC OT T  &  R. D E MARK  

B RIARHILLS  DEED RESTRICTIONS  REMINDER  BY  C. GR OS,  ARC HITEC TUR AL  D IR ECT OR  

T HE  PRIDE  OF BRIARHILLS :ñTHE  DOLPHINS  RULE   

T HE  POOL!ò     BY  E.  L OWE  (BR IA R HILL S  POA M E MB ER  &  M OT HER ) 

DEAR NEIGHBOR, 
AFTER THE INTENSE HEAT 
AND DROUGHT THIS SUM-

MER,  MANY OF OUR TREES, 
SHRUBS AND BUSHES HAVE DIED.   WE 
ARE ASKING RESIDENTS TO PLEASE CLEAR 
OUT THEIR FRONT YARDS BY REMOVING 
DEAD BUSHES,  TREES,  AND SHRUBS. 

ALSO, IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN OUR PROPER-

TY VALUES AND  KEEP 
O U R N E I GH B O R H O O D 
LOOKING NICE,  PLEASE 

REMEMBER TO STORE YOUR TRASH CANS 
OUT OF SIGHT FROM THE STREET, AND 
MAINTAIN YOUR LAWNS ON A REGULAR BA-

SIS.   THANK YOU. 

THE BRIARHILLS POA BOARD 

CONGRATULATES THE DOLPHINS 

FOR  THIS SUMMER WINNING 

SEASON! 

THANK YOU FOR BEING THE 

PRIDE OF BRIARHILLS! 

 όŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎτ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ нύ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭπ
ƭƻǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭŜƊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ 
ƻŶŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜΦ  [ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ǳƴŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ 
ǳƴŜŀǎȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭπ
ƭƻǘǎΦ  

¢ƘǊŜŜ όоύ  ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ όоύ 
ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ōŀƭƭƻǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ aǊΦ aǳǊŘƻŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƻǊǎ ǊŜ-ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǾƻǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦ 

.wL!wIL[[{ t!t9w[9{{  
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!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ  

ǇŀǇŜǊƭŜǎǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊΚ 
  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛŀǊ.ŜŀǘΣ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎΣ 
ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ !ƎŜƴŘŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ Ǿƛŀ 9ƳŀƛƭΦ 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ  

ōƘƛƭƭǎǇƻŀΦǎŜŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.briarhillsswimteam.com/


 

 

B RIARBEAT  A DVERTISEMENT  SECTION  

TEXAS CONCEALED  

GUN CLASSES  

Saturday, January 7, 2012 

9:00 am to 7:00 pm  

Classroom instruction in Briarhills Club House 
- Shooting Range instruction at a nearby range 
- Neighborhood Special $100 includes: finger-
prints, photographs, notary, classroom and 
range instruction.  Loaner guns available for 
the class. 
 

For more  Information or to register call Kevin Winkle at 713-
252-7006 or email ktwinkle@hal-pc.org.   

  

 

²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘ ¢ƻ {ŜŜ ¸ƻǳǊ {ƳƛƭŜΗ 

In the interest of maintaining your dental health,  
please contact: 

Dorothy Paul, D.D.S.  
General & Cosmetic Dentisty 

2077 South Gessner, Suite 129 

Houston, Texas 77063  

Phone: (713) 977-1010  - Email: drpaul@gmail.com 
Briarhills POA Member 

Aþ>ñ?�? ?�?�? ?
?�?�?�?�?�? >Ì?#?�? ?�>Ì>ù?�?�?�?%Aÿ 
Enjoy a memorable event at home with your family & friends listening or dancing to 
music (Jazz, Bossa Nova, Pop Singer, etc).  

Email: mercip2002@yahoo.com  -  Phone: (832) 758- 1178 

BRIARHILLS 

ALTERATIONS & CLEANERS 
All Styles For Men, Ladies and Children 

1117 Highway Six, Houston, Texas 77077  

             Telephone & Fax:  (281) 870-0080   
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